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nrgeic stolo forth from beliod the mimie
trees, bathing the weird and strangely
nutural gcene in a fluod of mellow light,

And while the very air wasthrobbiug
with the wild melody, and all the vast
ussemblage was in attitude intent, Ceeil
glided, like a fuiry, from her hiding place
and  canme lowly toward the frontlighis

For a monent there was o Lreathless
silenee; theo a round of spplause rans
oul which shook the buildiug from pit
to dome, und the lovely beneficiarie
bowed her head, and swiled that winning
smile which for munths, had been  Lewil
dering the public.

Put if the aulienos had  watchald
closely, they would have scen the dark
eyes wandering toward a box where a
party of gentlomen were sittlng, anl.
lighting up with a strange degree ofin
terest, as one of the party luuned for
ward and smiled.

e was o splendid looking fellaw, a
trifle gay and reckless, but handsowe as
a pierure’ with fair skin, decp blue eyes,
sunny hair and a grand profile.

She took his fuce in with one glance
of her dark oves, then turned back und
began  her song. How she suns ! It
was a flood of melody from begining to
epd-—a wild song, full of sweetness and
puthos. sud rendered with all the ear-
vestness and richness of an impassioned
voice” und all the correctness and preei-
sion of a true artist.

When it ended, the audience arose in
masses, and shook the building with
their thunders of applause,

But she heard nothing, saw nothing,
but the face of the man within the box
near her, and the clyster of flowers
which fell, with a shower of others, at
her feet.  That voe clyster she gathered
up in her white finges lightly over
her pretty head, and stood there, in
u gaaceful, swiliug attitude, uutil the
puinted  curtain hid her from his
view;

This was the beginjug of Cecil Gray's
friecndship for Asbyry Knight. They
had met before, had chatted, and ¢ oss-
cd swords in a meaningless flirtation;
but that vight the actual campaign of
friendship opened, and the old. eld sto-
ry was begun again. in one of its pecu-
iy phases,

of a tender woman's Lot 3

Meanwhile all the world was wonder
ing,  In a space ol time so short that it
seemed almn-t ineredible.  Coeeil's star
shot upward, and she becane the reisn
ing queco ol sonwe.

Her face grew radiunt, lier st p was
airy  and

its sweetucss= apd power, aud her actin:

light, hep voice marvelous in

a wonder to oven those who had alwiys
kuown and adwivel her.

But love
was nearly over.

has  its summer, avd Lers
1

Asbury was going awny.

I shall come buck pet,” he sqid o Ler,
when she elunz to hin, anl eried like
silly ehild. Barvopo s out of the wiorll,
months at the furthest will
bring me back to you.

and  a few

I wonld not co,

my own sweet darling, but for the inevit
able business,

Cheer up my dear sweot
darling, and remember, when I return, 1 |
shull bring you somedhing splend d s a |
love offering’ '

Bo he went away, and Ceeil kept on E
with with her throush all (he |
dreary winter.  With the enrly spring
came her anvual benefit, and sreat pre
purations went on (o F a grand success,

The night came, und the house was
erowded, wi has fushionable an audic oo
a8 ever filled an Awmerican theatre.

work

She wus playinz that old fomilier
part - which  had once introduced her to
Asbury Kunight, and as she erossed the
to tuke her position, her |
thoughts were with him,

stage up

She was certuinly looking her beast
just then, aud lier old friend, the prop
erty man, paused in his libor of arcang-
ing the stage, and cameover to her sido.

*You are looking grand to night, Miss
Cecil. I suppose you will make more
conquests thancver. By-the-by, Asbury
Kuight is in frout.’

‘Yes! Are yousure ¥’

‘Oh, yes. Come along ani peep
ibrough the eurtain, nnd you will see
for youssell.” .

She followed him, her heart in a wild
flutter of wounder and delight.

Agbury had roguishly plasoed this
begutiful surprise, she thought,

“T'hera heo is, Miss Cecil.

Cecil looked out. Yes, there e was,
silting quite inthe shadow of the box,

| together 300 of the 800

i
lier CYLER, and _-n:..'u'llli'!_',‘, ll:ih'.'.'1_; .".'LI win] |

hopeless wbout the prewy mouth,

Al so s better we Tivol as we (4,

The snmmer of love toretlioe, \

Awd that oue
rEsl;

of us thrwl nwl Laid down to

Ere

the comiing of wintery weathes"

Asbury wondored and shaddered, for :

her grest biraing eyes were turned to- |
ward him  and Ler whole voice franght
with @ sorance, aod at that woment an
anlathomable weaniy e, |
This soon endad, aud without a smile |
she moved o step or two biek, and stond |
i the almost I-El:l.‘.}:ij‘ silenee which had
tallen upon the assemblize. Tt was for
a4 twonnent l-u]'\', and then sie drew €.
thing fram hier dve s—something which |
tushed in the pashight—and o quick,
sharp repo trangthroagh the Lae.
There was no need of the elaare tms
of' the wanager who eame pro aptly out
proeluiming  ta the horror s tricken audi
‘She is dead,’ They

hnew thut Lefore' when they saw the

cuce the tihines,

shzht fora sw iy to and _!;[ y, wad fall
the
and gl

ek, the white faee taraed in
lighr, the dask

il

up

oyes dimiol

Not one could snswer, ualo®s it was
Asbury Woizhit, who hurded his youns
wille thut
! thie only love

and carsed the lhour

fet ered him, Lor alter

iill'lll'.

his worldly Leart ever harbored had be-
longad to pretty Cecil,

A Jhivamwan in San Vraweiseo, who
Wax gaving woney to buy his laldydove
from the flowery Kingdon, had sevuped
demanded
Thinaing the wore spaslily 10 aecamu-
e wvisited the

late,  Mellican woney

baie of “ithe tiger,” whah sson elawed in
all of Joha's greenbats. 'The China-
woman way stricken voth despaiv when
shie heard of this and fyank doep of Linl
anuw, which put herinto her final aud-
never ending  sleep, When she was |
buried all hier wearing apparef, valued at
200, was burued at her grave!

‘Here, you youug rasea ], walk up and
give an account of yoursell, Wlhere
have you beeu?  ‘After the girls,
futher.’ ‘Did - you know meo ds
80 when I wasa boyf” *No, sir; but
mothey did”

[ more than her eity  sistors?

e mornine and

{ from my son, what's at sea,"”

would Le:
‘Adter a few months of eourting and

Kissine, will vom wash, and serab, and

| . * &
| mlk, nod cook a0 me uutil you die ol

e

But why should the eountry  gzirl §o

a bright unreal

through the magie cirele of the mar

picture  often  quite

| ringe ring, and so does she of  course. |

erhaps Progland Statin is not the
place, bul it mizht have beea, where n
letter directed to “MatherMand nothing
more, lay so long mystifying the  post
hobbled in

letter

s ter, until an old woman

asked for Fa
epistle being haoled over, was fund to
Lave reached its destination.

Squire Hehenek  eluins the Lig en-
velope with “Syuire st unk” upon it
Miss Anna
Mapia Morton does aot feel surprised

as a matter of course; and

when an epistle is handed  to her with
this remarkable word upon it:

Aunermariay Muacrian.

A letter is 2 letter when it eomes to
azoantey post office, and it is not ex
pocted to be elean, or tobe directed in
any orthodox manuner,

Letters addressed, Jeakins,
il away,”" and
“llelen Dibbons, forgetting, her mar-
ried nume,” were reccived without sur

TN
prise.

(4 I."]j'

or any ol e she's

Oue which  bore the superseription,
“Mr. Pewep DPurkins,” remiined for a
long tims wnclaimzd, witil (he  pose-
master remembered that that was  his
own nae,  The had been ealled <Unele
PPete” so g, that be fad lorgotten the
laet cutirely.

Yes, this is a queer litde post officer
quaint sund soange and simple, and with.
vut rules or order; but though it many
w messnpe of joy and  saduess had [(EEER
ed —muny a story of marriage and death,
Hearts have beaten wildly on their wiy
to that frame building perehed, treeless,
ou a hill; and wany o poor, (quivering
lips had been hardly able *to form the
words, “None for me yed!"

There come the cars, sweeping nlong
the road with a great train of coul wag-
ons, and one little passeuger cur for
Frogland Station. There will be  two
or three letters hauded over to the post.

They sce |

when the |

remove your coat.
| Those biz brass budtcus might stick in
| wy throat.”
[ Tew took off his eoat, and as he threw
it upon the ground one of the cooks
came out from the hotel with a pail of
[ welted lard anla bigz whitewash brush
which he deposited by the side of John
Thomasg.

*Now, pursued John, ‘you will take

| off your stockiugs. and than TUISYE your

s puntalpons and shipt,’

Eh? Dye mean for ma to strip stark

{oaked ¥ queried Tom, aghast,

I ‘OF coyrge I do. The agreement was
that I #hould swallow you.

You are
[ weat, but your clothes sre not, nor were
they in the bond.  If you will strip 1
will give you a thoroush greasing aund
double the bet if' you wish I know I can
swallow you—or, at all events, eau try !’

Tom gave up the bet, and invited his
friends iuto the hotel.

StantLiNG Discovery.—Duriog the
sitting ol a eourt in (onaeticat, yot
long ago, on a very cold eyening, a
crowd of luwyers hud collected acouud
the fire that bluzed cheerfully on tha
hearth in the bar-room, when a traveler
cutered, benumbed with cold, but no
one moved to give him room to warm
his shins, g0 he leaned against the wall
iu the byek of the room.

Presently a smart young limb of the
law uddressed Lim, whed the following
dialogue took place:

‘You look like a traveler 2

‘Wall, T suppose I am; I eame all the
way from Wisconsin a-fuot, at any rate.

‘From Wiscousin!  Whata distance
to come on one pair of legs 7'

VUL D Lo e, (ST ANE

“Did you ever pass through h—ll in
any 0" your trayels ?’

‘Yeru sir, I've pussed through the out-
skirts.

‘I thought likely. Well, what are
the wauners apd cystoms there ! Some
of us would like to know.’

“You'll find them much the same as
ia this pluse—the lagyers sit nearest the

Jire!

A Leavenworth editor gat down in a
reseryed seat already occupied by a hor-
net.  He stands up when scissorivg his
editorials now.

-

of sleeping berths. [N. B.—Those puj

up in flat bottles are the best, as thoy

are easily carried in the pocket.] 0
Always he at the railrgyd station i

good time to tzkp the pryin.” Better he

an hour too early thap a miniits'ton late,

unless you are on your way to be hangeq.

In old wilitia times, Golfstqwa, Hilg-' 7
borough county, New Hampshire, was < -
the rendczvous where the militgry of , .
the surrouading  couatry mblﬂ ]
annually for drill. It was an oceasion
that drew togetliés yoddls and S1a"Rgg 1
many miles aroudd, aud its patadesy
shaw (fights, personal encountérs, ganphy: iz 1
ling, drinking and general uproariopss: ;.
uess made ‘Goffstown Mustor, a familiag
vame toall who ever dwelt in the 'M'q,:
tral or southern portions of the State.

Very carly in the moraing qf ogé '8!
thyse eventful diys an aged coyple, '
living some miles away, started on fogt
for the parade ground. To shortenthe |
distanco l!_:u;f took a shortcut throuzh ', 3
the old buriil grouad at Goftstown Cen-
tre, from  which they emerged justds
Saw W. was passing along the bighiydy. i
Sam was bouud for ‘museer,’ and had e
taken an carly start, so as to lose none of .
the fun.  Arriving at the graveyard,
Saw looked toward it and saw the old
wan and wife coming over thestile. If" !
the early dawn he could distinguish just
cnough  to sce that they were very olg,
and couclyded at once that they werg :.
inhabitants of the sileat tombs, awakea- ¢
ed by the unusual stir, 8o, wa:
them from him with hinds, he
shouted : M ~¥"‘ !’ :
“Go back, old man, go back | Thia fag'y
the general resurrection ; it's only Goffs.
town nurster !’

i}

sy

>t

Au old colored minister, in a pel

on Hell, victured it as a region of fop

sod suow, whore the damied frose
through eternity,  When privately ask.

ed his purpose in ropresenting Gohonng
in this way, he said, *I dGF"dm'O."“r
them people nothing else. Why, i%
were Lo say that hell was warm some ¢

thew old rhewatic niggas would be was-
ting to start down thero the very fires
rm'.l’ . _.-' £
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Two editors in Montana have their

priot shops on tha electio a; ‘ giod q

s LT
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